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How to start a research
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How do I start my research?
• A few tips:

• Use databases to find journal articles or book chapters!
• Take a look at the subject terms and the bibliographies of your results! Note 

down your search terms.
• Use interlibrary loan to access literature that is not available at Nuremberg 

libraries.
• Feel free to contact the team of the library 
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1st Tip: Find suitable subject terms/keywords!
Find keywords/key phrases for your topic

German Keywords:

• Mitarbeiter

• Sport

• Zufriedenheit

• Mitarbeitersport/Betriebssport

• Betriebliche Gesundheitsförderung
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Related terms, synonyms, generic and subordinate terms

• Employee

• staff

• sports

• satisfaction

• corporate sports

• workplace health promotion

• Improvement

• Well-being

Use encyclopedias etc. to find suitable terms  e.g.: Encyclopaedia Britannica

Example: „Staff well-being improved by coroporate sports programmes”
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2nd Tip: Find the right start
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Bibliographically 
independent works

e.g. Books

Bibliographically 
dependent works

e.g. Articles

Work reports, research reports,news
groups

Congress reports, patents

Journal articles

Dissertation

Reference book

Textbook

Duration from the 
first work report to 
the textbook entry:

Ø 7 years

(but: different topics 
have different 
dynamics!)
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Use the OPAC to find books and journals
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Use databases to find journal articles or book chapters!
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Summary 
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Monographs

Articles

Solomon (2023): Solomon, Michael R.: 
Marketing : real people, real choices, 11th 
edition, Harlow: Pearson, 2023.

Bulawa (2023): Bulawa, Nicole: The Role of 
Value-In-Use for Selling E-Services. In: 
Aichner, Thomas (Ed.): Serving the Customer, 
Wiesbaden: Springer, 2023, p. 31-56.

Nenkov (2024): Nenkov, Gergana: Shifting 
focus in the fight against core environmental 
challenges. In: Journal of the Academy of 
Marketing Science, Vol. 52 (2024), I. 5, p. 
1273-1278.

Research in OPAC
(Library catalogue)

Research in 
databases
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3rd Tip: Use your sources to find new ones

• Take a look at the subject terms and the bibliographies of your results! 
 Critically review the subject terms and bibliographies you found!

• Note down your search terms.

Create a vocabulary/mind map!

Combine terms differently in the search!
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4th Tip: Use interlibrary loan
…to access literature that is not available at Nuremberg libraries.
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5th Tip: Feel free to contact the team of the library 
We look forward to your inquiries!
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0911 / 5880-4000
bibliothek@th-nuernberg.de
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Where do I find books or
journals
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What can I find in the OPAC?
• Holdings of the university library

• Books, e-books
• Journals/newspapers (print, electronic)
• CDs/DVDs, CD-ROMs, BluRays

• Additional functions:
• View user account (with user number 056... and password)
• Extend loan periods
• Reserve books
• Interlibrary loan
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Articles and essays are not searchable via OPAC!

Passwort: First 4 digits of
your birthday

z.B. Birthday 15.09.1997  
Password: 1509
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How can I use databases and e-books at home?

• Access via EZProxy with your my.Ohm login information

• VPN-Access via GlobalProtect (How to install VPN in English)
• Important: Set up the VPN connection first, open your browser second!

Manuals, help and more information is provided by the Central IT!

www.th-nuernberg.de/library

https://www.th-nuernberg.de/einrichtungen-gesamt/administration-und-service/zentrale-it/netzwerk/vpn/


Where do I find books or journals?
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Different icons for
books and e-books
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Shelfmark
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05/QP 830 H816(16)+1
location

classification
number

1st letter of
the author

appendix

locations:
05 Ground Floor

07 Journals

10 1st Floor (S-Z)

20 2nd Floor (Q-R)

30 3rd Floor (A-P)
www.th-nuernberg.de/library



Where do I get books from
other libraries?
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Interlibrary Loan

• Interlibrary loan is free of charge
• Copies of articles cost €2.00 and are sent as PDF-files
• The delivery time varies (up to 2 weeks)  Please consider the waiting time!
• Books ordered via interlibrary loan can be collected at the library.
• Interlibrary loan is not possible if the desired title is available at a different 

Nuremberg library.

= Delivery of literature from another library
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Interlibrary loans are only after you login in OPAC
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Use the Inter Library Loan!
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You can order books 
from different 
universities, etc. 
through the 
interlibrary loan 
system
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You have to be
logged in to order
books.
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Where do I find articles?
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Where do I find articles?

• Include journals, newspapers, collections of articles, 
• often with full text, otherwise bibliographic reference with abstracts

In databases
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Why should I use databases?
• Smaller, more accurate number of hits thanks to better filter 

options
• Reviewed literature, most of which has undergone an 

editorial process
• Access to more full text possible than e.g. via Google Scholar
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Access via
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Find databases

All licensed databases can be 
looked up here. 
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Literature search by Faculty

The most important databases 
for each subject can be found 
under “Literature search by 
faculty”.
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Content of the
database

Login after clicking on the link 
at “Go to database” with the 
my.ohm ID
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Search terms can be linked 
with Boolean operators via Add 
Search field!

Article Title, Abstract, 
Keywords searches 
only these fields.
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„View at publisher“ Download fulltext as a pdf

or (if button not available or full text not licensed)

Availability SFX  Search for full text in other 
literature databases or in OPAC
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Important metadata

Important: also pay 
attention to the abstract
and keywords

Counts how often the
article was cited

Click here for
fulltext
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SFX and fulltext availiable:

Click on “Go” to be 
redirected to the full text.
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SFX and no fulltext availiable:

1.

2.

3. 1. Check whether an article is available in 
the EZB.

2. Check whether a print copy is available 
in Nuremberg.

3. If not: use interlibrary loan.
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Login with library number 
on the OHMcard and OPAC 
password 

Interlibrary loan
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Submit order (it also appears in the OPAC account)

Request form

Check:
• Am I ordering the right thing?
• Use additional comments field if 

necessary
• Add as much information as possible 

for faster processing in the other 
library
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Use Analyze Results

The hit list can be displayed by 
category, author or year of 
publication. 
This makes it easier to get a 
quick overview of the hits 
found.
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With the Citation Overview, you 
can quickly get an overview of 
which articles have been cited 
and how often. 

Important: the hit list must not be 
too large.
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How do I find an article?
If you know the journal: 

Negotiation and Conflict 
Management Research, 8 (2) pp.119-
136.

 Check the OPAC or EZB to see
whether we have access to the
journal and look for the right year
and issue

Page 39

If you know the title and author:

Fells, R., Rogers, H., Prowse, P. and 
Ott U. (2015) Unraveling Business 
Negotiations Using Practitioner Data

Try different literature databases, 
for example Scopus or Ebsco
Business Source Elite, and 
search with the authors name and 
some keywords from the title

www.th-nuernberg.de/library



Summary

There are three possibilities: 
1. electronic full text is available 

 follow the link and download the fulltext
2. electronic full text is not available, but print version is available in the library

 Note the year and page numbers and borrow or copy the print version if 
necessary

3. full text/journal is neither available electronically nor in print 
 Interlibrary loan! (or go to another library yourself) 

How can I access the full text?
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Any questions

0911 / 5880-4000

bibliothek@th-nuernberg.de

Ask us at our service desk

Other library training courses & consultations

We look forward to your inquiries!

41
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